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and can expertly address a wide range of  
day-to-day needs. Comprehensive staff 
cross-training has already commenced and 
will be key in implementing a Universal 
Worker model of care.

In tandem with the announcement of the 
exciting Poydras Home Reimagined project, 
Poydras Home’s new website went live 
during the first quarter of 2021, introducing 
the Green House care model and all of 
its strengths. We also launched our multi-
year Poydras Home Reimagined Giving 
Campaign offering multiple ways to support 
this important project through 40+ exterior 
and interior naming opportunities.

Poydras Home is a place like no other. It 
has been an honor to watch our extended 
team in action, going above and beyond to 
meet everything 2021 brought our way–the 
planned and the completely unexpected, 
the unprecedented and the time-honored. 
In every detail, they excelled. As we look 
forward to 2022, we know without a doubt 
we are building on a strong foundation, 
which has proven it can weather even the 
strongest storms, serving those we love in 
the way they deserve. We are grateful to 
each of you in making Poydras Home the 
beacon of service it continues to be.

Looking back on 2021, what stands out 
even more than unexpected and ongoing 
challenges is the success we achieved 
in facing them. In a year that brought 
us Hurricane Ida as well as an ongoing 
pandemic, multiple Infection Control  
surveys by the Louisiana Department of 
Health (LDH) closely studied our protocols 
and declared Poydras Home 100% 
deficiency-free…the same status we held 
prior to COVID-19.
 
While in-person limitations weren’t without 
their downsides, we soundly achieved our 
primary goal: safety among our residents. 
That said, we’re pleased to implement 
LDH’s visitation guidelines that ensure 
flexibility going forward, acknowledging the 

importance of family and social connections 
in residents’ wellbeing. As we continue to 
practice infection control measures, we 
have also begun to see the return of some 
important pillars of community life including 
social events, outings, and our first family 
night in almost two years.
 
Our tradition of excellence in care is 
rising to an even higher level now with 
Poydras Home Reimagined. This exciting 
transformation of our campus and care 
model means seniors will enjoy even more 
personalized attention and interaction. 
A smaller number of residents will share 
each home, and each home will have a 
dedicated team of Care Partners who 
will know every individual’s health issues 
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Poydras Home Reimagined Expansion.
With the completion of the Poydras Home Reimagined expansion 
in late 2022, we will become Louisiana’s first community to offer 
the revolutionary approach known as The Green House model of 
care. This care model transitions away from the institutional feel of 
nursing facilities and introduces small group family-style homes. 

Overseen by architecture firm Eskew Dumez Ripple (EDR), Poydras 
Home Reimagined broke ground in 2021. Linked by a glass atrium 
that serves as an entryway, two new buildings will accommodate 
six separate homes. These open floor plans encompass spacious 
living rooms, comfortable seating, fireplaces, dining rooms, state-
of-the-art kitchens, private bedrooms with en suite bathrooms, and 
balconies and patios with beautiful garden views. Additionally, each 
home has a small team of dedicated Care Partners, highly skilled in 
all types of assistance. 

One of the most inclusive transformations 
to Poydras Home will be the Center 
for Healthy Living. EDR has designed 
a complete renovation of our Historic 
House to accommodate new amenities. 
Residents will enjoy a therapy gym, yoga 
studio, library, meditative space, expanded 
salon and spa, and multipurpose space for 
programming and education.

A smaller number of residents per home 
within the larger community has resulted 
in dramatically less COVID exposure 
and infection in Green House facilities 
nationwide. As Poydras Home CEO Erin 
Kolb stated, “We had already chosen to 
implement this approach, and the data 
confirms it is by far the best model. We 
embrace the opportunity to add a new layer 
of safety for our residents as we continue 
to prioritize their health and happiness.”

EXPANSION INTRODUCES THE GREEN HOUSE® MODEL OF CARE



If you haven’t been to Poydras Home lately, it’s time to take a look! Construction is underway 
on two new three-story buildings as we continue to set the bar for quality of care and 
innovative programming in a beautiful setting.
 
Philanthropy is pleased to present 40+ exterior and interior naming opportunities for gifts 
that will keep on giving. Beautiful gardens and tree groves, inviting settings including the 
Jefferson Avenue Porch, a fire pit patio, and inspiring interior spaces all elevate the resident 
experience. Through artful learning, worthy wellness, meaningful living, a real home feel, 
and aging in place with spirit and grace, Poydras Home offers a full spectrum of care. 
 
We look forward to exploring opportunities for gifts especially meaningful to you, your loved 
one, your family, or the organizations you serve. Explore Poydras Reimagined and discover 
how you can become part of the vision. For more information, please contact Charlotte 
Thomas, VP Philanthropy, at 504-897-0535 or cthomas@poydrashome.com.

POYDRAS HOME REIMAGINED NAMING OPPORTUNITIES

EXTERIOR NAMING GIFTS

Planters & Statuary (10) $1,000
Patio Chairs (8) $1,500
Tribute Trees (16) $2,000
Garden Benches (8) $4,000
Table & Chair Sets (4) $5,000
Gardens (7) $6,000
Water Features (2) $7,000
Lighting (2) $10,000
Walkways (3) $15,000
Activity Garden $15,000
Green House Porches (2) $20,000
Fire Pit Patio $25,000
Jefferson Avenue Porch $50,000  

INTERIOR NAMING GIFTS

Art TVs (6) $1,500
Home Hearths (6) $5,000
1857 Hall Pub $10,000
Library $10,000 (Reserved)
Yoga Studio $15,000 
Meditation Room $15,000
Creative Center $15,000 
Therapy Room $20,000
Fitness Center $20,000 
Spa Salon $20,000 
Café $20,000
Glass Breezeways (2) $20,000 
Green House Main Lobby $50,000
Triptych Mural $75,000 (Reserved) 

Sisters Reunite at Oak House Assisted Living 

After serving as longtime Poydras Home 

volunteers, sisters Julia Ary and Mary 

Demmas made it their own home. Their 

mother, Mary Louise Bartlett, served on 

Poydras Home’s board and often brought 

high school-aged Julia Ary with her to 

deliver clothing donations to her orphan 

peers. Big sister Mary Demmas served on 

Poydras Home’s Board of Managers and 

Auxiliary group for more than a decade. 

When the time came to simplify their lives, 

Poydras Home was a natural and familiar 

fit. Together again under the same roof for 

the first time since high school, the sisters 

are now proud residents of Poydras Home’s 

Oak House Assisted Living.

Mary Demmas and Julia Ary



SPARKING CONVERSATION WITH NEW SPEAKER SERIES 

While adjusting to the evolving challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic, Poydras Home has been 

fortunate to continue our many national and local community partnerships. Our Soul Strings 

(LPO), Artful Minds (NOMA) and University intergenerational groups shifted to ZOOM. Tulane 

and Loyola Service Learning students devised a creative solution to pandemic restrictions 

by launching a “Friendship Line” to keep connecting safely with Poydras Home residents. 

The students held real-time virtual conversations with residents beginning in 2020 and also 

recorded guided meditations, music therapy, and group exercise programs.

 

In 2021 we established a partnership with Zeus’ Rescues, a local animal rescue organization, 

to launch our Man’s Best Friend program. Made possible by a generous grant from the I’m 

Still Here Foundation, Man’s Best Friend pairs Assisted Living memory care residents with 

regular visits from shelter dogs awaiting adoption to their forever home. Spending time with 

animals generates a greater sense of well being for our residents and the dogs benefit from 

the attention too!

Poydras Home is excited to introduce a new annual, 3-part speaker series beginning April 

14th. Poydras Home Conversations will host guest lecturers each spring, summer, and fall, 

representing a wide range of topics. We’re excited to launch the series with our inaugural 

speaker, Debbie Pearson, RN. Based on the insights from her best-seller Age Your Way: 

Create a Unique Legacy, Nurse Pearson will offer a practical introduction to life planning 

that extends patients’ voices when they can no longer speak for themselves. Attendees will 

receive a complimentary copy of her book and its accompanying workbook, The Blueprint 

to Age Your Way: Gather Your information. Document your wishes. Avoid the unthinkable. 

They will also have the opportunity for a more personalized, small group workshop with the 

author as a follow-up.

Partnerships and Community Outreach  



Poydras Home’s Third Annual Holiday Tree Lighting & Music Festival invited our residents 

and a limited number of family guests to celebrate the lighting of our 30-foot tree in person 

this year, spreading holiday cheer through the neighborhood from December 2nd through 

Twelfth Night. The intimate, outdoor setting was a welcome gathering and was eagerly 

awaited by our residents. Complete with refreshments, rousing tunes from beloved, frequent 

Poydras Home performers Ron Jones Jazz Trio, and traditional holiday music from harpist 

Judy Seghers, it was the perfect way to ring in the season. Poydras Home made sure 

those who couldn’t attend in person were able to partake in the festivities via video, and 

online and in-person raffles of beautiful jewelry and an impressive package of restaurant 

gift certificates added to the festivities.

HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING THRILLS VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON

Sunkel family at 3rd Annual Holiday Tree Lighting

Salassi family

Baessler family

Ryan familyTreen family

Bories family

Bart family



From Poydras Home’s first days in 1817 caring for widows and orphans to now providing the highest quality 

care for seniors, our excellence has always relied on the individual contributions of generous donors like 

you to make a difference in the lives of our residents.

Your generous support through Memorials, Annual Appeal, the Endowment Fund, Planned Gifts, Major 

Gifts, Grants, and the Annual Tree Lighting & Musical Festival elevates care for seniors now and through 

future generations. Your gift to Poydras Home speaks to your support of our mission, and all gifts matter, 

no matter what size. Thank you to all of our generous donors.

Thank You For Your Generous Support

POYDRAS HOME 2021 THIRD ANNUAL VIRTUAL 
HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING & MUSIC FESTIVAL SPONSORS

2021 TREE SPONSOR
Hancock Whitney

2021 LIGHTS SPONSOR
Triton Healthcare

2021 TREE TOP SPONSORS
Bellwether Technology 
Mrs. Robert H.Boh 
Caroline and Bob Brickman

In Memory of Roger Worlock
Joseph Bucher & Family

In Honor of the Poydras Staff
Donahue Favret

In Memory of Mr. Ron Brylski
EskewDumezRipple 
EUSTIS Insurance
Wynne P. Friedrichs

In Memory of Elizabeth Reid Friedrichs
HJ Sims
Betty Lou and Lansing Kolb 
Methodist Health System Foundation 
Edith Mossy 
The Swayze Family

In Honor of Martha Treen
USI Insurance Services 
The Vinson Family 
Waters, Parkerson & Co., LLC

2021 DECORATIONS SPONSORS
Mimi and Hirschel Abbott 
Jane E. Armstrong

In Memory of Eleanor Armstrong
Gail and Nick Asprodites
Bettye and Mike Bagot
Big Easy Services of New Orleans, LLC
Bridget and Bobby Bories

Jane B. Bories
Julie F. Brietmeyer
Anne and Frank Buescher
The Caracci Family

In Honor of Gina Caracci
CommCare Corporation
Katie and Howell Crosby
Wendy and Joe Dalovisio
Vaughn and Doug Downing
Claire and Derby Gisclair
Susan and Jimmy Gundlach
Lesley and Charlie Hardin
Ashton R. Hardy

In Memory of Alice B. Hardy
IMC Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Claire and Larry Jacobi
Jones Walker LLP
Erin Kolb and J.P. Bienvenu
Martha and John Landrum
LaPorte CPAs & Business Advisors
Janis Gissel Letourneau, MD
Liskow & Lewis
Kay and Marc Livaudais
Dr. and Mrs. Alfredo Lopez

In Honor of the Poydras Home Staff
Mr. and Mrs. C. James McCarthy, III
Dee McCloskey
Becky and Tommy McGoey
McClenny, Moseley & Associates
Gwynne and Sean Moser
Margo Selma Moss
Mullin
Cynthia Pazos and John C. Kuttruff

In Memory of Frank Joseph Pazos Jr.
In Memory of Virginia Kuttruff

Pontchartrain Materials Corporation, LLC
In Memory of Fahan C. Tyler

Claire and Chip Porter
Erin and Claude Reynaud
Carol Ann and John Roberts

In Honor of the McMahon Family
Brenda Smith and Craig Tolbert
Karen Gleye Smith
Lynn and Charlie Smith
Suzanne and Bob Thomas
UKG
Micheline and Fred VanDenburgh

2021 FESTIVAL DONATIONS
A-MED Ambulance, Inc.
Anvoi Health
John A. Bolles
Bonnie Broome

In Honor of Joan Hunt
Carver, Darden
Constance W. Dalhberg
Mr. and Mrs. Valeton J. Dansereau

In Memory of Anna Degan D’Amico
Mrs. H. Mortimer Favrot, Jr.
Allison and George Freeman
Mary Lynn Gutknecht

In Memory of Lena Gutknecht
Oscar M. Gwin, III

In Memory of Elaine S. Gwin
Laine Harper

In Memory of Pamela DePass Harper
Laurie S. Hienz 
Anne Schell Hopkins

In Memory of Marie Schell
Marda F. Johnson

In Memory of Margaret Favor
Dr. and Mrs. Robert N. Jones
LaPorte CPAs & Business Advisors

In Honor of Poydras Home Staff
Irene F. Levinson
Elizabeth J. Mize
Page Nelson

In Memory of Phyllis H. Thompson
Terry Salassi

In Memory of Ethel Miller Gorman
In Memory of Carmelite Bassich Salassi

Cynthia A. Samuel
In Memory of John E. Brockhoeft

Isabel and Moye Sanders
In Memory of Baldwin Sanders Smith

Danielle A. Schott 
Gene Shapiro

In Honor of Nanette K. Shapiro
Claire and Harry Stahel 
The Swayze Family

In Honor of Martha Anne Treen

Laurie T. Waggener
In Memory of Betty Lou and Butty Tranchina

Elfriede Westbrook
In Memory of Bertram R. Westbrook, Jr.

Charles L. Whited, Jr.
In Memory of Dr. William E. Franklin

XPRESS RAY INC
Jackie and Richard Yancey

In Honor of Jackie Ryan

2021 VIRTUAL ENTERTAINMENT
Ron Jones Jazz Trio
Judy Seghers Harpist

2021 TOP OF THE TREE - SPARKLER RAFFLE
Friend & Company Fine Jewelers

2021 SANTA’S SACK RAFFLE
Clancy’s
Galatoire’s Restaurant
Langenstein’s
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Ralph’s On the Park
The Blue Crab Restaurant & Oyster Bar
The Creole Creamery
Vincent’s Italian Cuisine

2021 Endowment
Delia Lane Hardie

2021 Grants
The Buccaneer Fund
Henderson Poor Fund
I’m Still Here Foundation, Inc.
Luther and Zita Templeman Foundation

2021 MEMORIALS
Henry E. Blake

In Memory of Valentine A. Earhardt, Jr.
Suzanne Butler

In Memory of Diana Butler
Sandra Carter-Green

In Memory of Leo Patrick McCurnin, Jr.
Marian R. Cunningham

In Memory of Valentine A. Earhardt, Jr.
Constance W. Dahlberg

In Memory of Suey Barousse
Muffy Dickinson

In Memory of Dr. Betty Carey
Milena and David Duplantier

In Memory of Dr. Betty Carey
Ezra Feldman

In Memory of Maurice Picheloup
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Hassinger

In Memory of Valentine A. Earhardt, Jr.



Marigny Dupuy
In Honor of Claire Clark

Airey D. Ellis
In Honor of Carroll Collins Dabezies

James P. Evans, III
In Memory of Shannon Evans

Anne S. Fabian
In Honor of JoAnn Suarez

Norris L. Fant
In Memory of Daisy B. Fant

Carla Fishman 
R. Ann Ford 
Susan B. Freyder

In Memory of Marjorie N. Bradley
John Geiser, III

In Honor of the Poydras Home Staff
Claire and Derby Gisclair

In Memory of Maurice J. Picheloup, III
Al Gooch

In Memory of Clarisse Galatoire Gooch
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Gooch, Jr.

In Memory of Clarisse Galatoire Gooch
Beth and John Green

In Memory of Cynthia Peneguy Courturier
Ashton R. Hardy

In Memory of Alice B. Hardy
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Hassinger
Susan Hayne

In Memory of Anita M. Dunn
Laurie Hienz
Helen B. Howcott
Sally and Gerald Johnson

In Memory of Leone A. Johnson
Ronald A. Johnson

In Memory of Leone A. Johnson
Hans A.B. Jonassen
Mary Lucy and David Lane
Sally and Jay Lapeyre
Judy W. Lastrapes

In Honor of Wiley Lastrapes, Jr. 
Mary LaValla
Mr. and Mrs. J. Dwight LeBlanc

In Memory of Dorothy G. Janssen
Pam Ledet
Irene F. Levinson
Dr. and Mrs. Alfredo Lopez

In Memory of Micheline Lacoste Wicks
Cynthia Fritch Lynch

In Memory of Olga Mayer Fritch
In Memory of Dorothy Mayer Majoue

Charles B. Maginnis, IV
Suzanne and Joel Mague
Mr. and Mrs. C. James McCarthy, III
Lynn and Stephen Meade

In Memory of Betty Lou and Butty Tranchina

Janetanne L. Mears
Ann Middleton
Jane Mize
A Friend of Poydras
Mr. and Mrs. Charles N. Monsted, III
Andre K. Moss
Page Nelson

In Memory of Phyllis H. Thompson
Randy Opotowsky

In Memory of Gloria Opotowsky
Cynthia Pazos

In Memory of Frank Joseph Pazos, Jr. 
Lee and Kathy Randall
Kathryn E. Rapier
Henrietta Talbot Rash

In Memory of Family and Friends
Helene and Al Rufty
Laurie St. Paul 

In Memory of Hugh St. Paul
Terry G. Salassi

In Memory of Carmelite Bassich Salassi
Isabel and Moye Sanders

In Memory of Baldwin Sanders Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Milton G. Scheuermann
Leslee N. Shapiro
Claire and Harry Stahel
Lynne R. Stern
Jan Sutton

In Memory of Dr. James F. Kilroy
Howard Thompson

In Memory of Phyllis H. Thompson
Nancy P. Turner

In Memory of William K. Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Usdin
Jamie and Wat Van Benthuysen

In Memory of Mrs. James G. Mallory, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Andre L. Villere, Jr.

In Memory of Marie J. Villere
Laurie Tranchina Waggener

In Memory of Betty Lou and Butty Tranchina 
Stevia M. Walther
Elfriede Westbrook

In Memory of Bert Westbrook
Rebecca R. Malek-Wiley

In Memory of Carolyn Malek
Charles L. Whited, Jr.

In Memory of Dr. William E. Franklin
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Wogan
Julie W. Woolfolk
Alice and Bill Wright
XPRESS RAY INC
Jackie and Richard Yancey

In Honor of Jackie Ryan

2021 MEMORIALS (continued)
Odom B. Heebe, Jr.

In Memory of Valentine A. Earhardt, Jr.
Wilfred M. Kullman, Jr.

In Memory of Mary Knight
Catherine L. Pleasant

In Memory of Dorothy Lachenmaier
Debbie and Eric Skrmetta

In Memory of Audrey Preston
Lynne R. Stern

In Memory of Leo Patrick McCurnin, Jr.

THE 1817 FOUNDERS CIRCLE FOR 2021
Gail and Nick Asprodites
Bettye and Mike Bagot
Cathy and Morris Bart

In Honor of Hertha Bart
In Memory of Morris Bart, Sr.

Pam A. Bonura
In Memory of Pam R. Bonura

Bridget and Robert Bories
Jane B. Bories
Linda and Alan Brackett

In Memory of Lottie Youngblood Eckles
Julie F. Breitmeyer
Anne and Frank Buescher
Suzanne Butler and Mark Klyza
Dr. Michael E. Carey 
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Dalovisio
Celia Davis
Linda L. Deane

In Memory of Robert B. Deane
Vaughn and Doug Downing

In Memory of Charlotte W. Carriere
In Memory of Carl Downing

Catherine and David Edwards
In Memory of Patricia Rosamond

Lesley and Charles Hardin
In Memory of Carroll and Tom Fromherz

Claire and Larry Jacobi
Betty Lou and Lansing Kolb
Wilfred “Buddy” Kullman, Jr.
Martha and John Landrum

In Memory of Stanley McDermott, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Merritt Lane, III
Mrs. E. Sorrell Lanier

In Memory of Sorrell Lanier
Sydney Touchstone Lawder
Janis Gissel Letourneau, MD

In Memory of Jeanne and John Gissel
Marion and David Lifsey

In Honor of Stevia Walther
Kay and Marc Livaudais
Blanche “Dee” McCloskey
Becky and Tommy McGoey

A Friend of Poydras
Deborah Smallpage Mooney
Gwynne R. Moser
Margo Moss
The Family of Dr. Bert Myers
Claire and Chip Porter
Erin and Claude Reynaud
John K. Saer 
Katherine and Robert Saer

In Memory of Teetsie Van Horn
Reily Foundation /
Lynn and Charles C. Smith, III Fund
Peggy and Henry Schleiff
Suzanne and Robert Thomas

In Memory of Patricia Sutton Cromiller
Brenda S. Smith and Craig Tolbert

In Honor of Bob Smith
Martha T. Treen and Family
Ann T. Trufant
Micheline and Fred VanDenburgh

In Honor of Quack Avegno
The Vinson Family
Elizabeth and Gordon Wogan

In Memory of Margaret F. Hicks

2021 ANNUAL APPEAL
Mary Lunn Gutknecht and John Allen

In Memory of Lena Gutknecht
Dorothy P. Baessler

In Honor of Clyde and Minnette Patton
Constance and Buckner Barkley

In Memory of Charlotte W. Carriere
Adelaide Wisdom Benjamin

In Memory of Edward B. Benjamin, Jr. 
Emanuel V. Benjamin, III
John A. Bolles
Becky P. Boone

In Memory of June Pixler
Anne and Frank Buescher
Dr. and Mrs. Aden Burka
Vivian Cahn

In Honor of Hertha Bart
Sarah A. Carey

In Memory of Betty Oseid Carey
Jane Casbarian

In Memory of G. Eleanor Mundt
Mr. and Mrs. D.B.H. Chaffe, III
Laura Charbonnet
Constance W. Dahlberg
Bonnie D. Dansereau

In Memory of Anna Degan D’Amico
Jane Auzine Davis
Betty DeCell
Milena and David Duplantier

In Memory of Hilton Duplantier



P: 504.897.0535      F: 504.897.9494
www.poydrashome.com

Poydras Home’s mission is to enrich the lives of seniors and their families through 
personalized care and innovative programming in an intimate, compassionate community.


